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    Abstract

This in vitro study was designed to identify the enzyme(s) involved in the two major metabolic pathways of rokitamycin [formations of leucomycin A7 (LMA7) from rokitamycin and of leucomycin V (LMV) from LMA7] and to assess possible drug interactions using human liver microsomes. Formation of LMA7 or LMV was NADPH-independent. Anti-rat NADPH cytochrome P-450 (CYP) reductase serum, specific inhibitors, or substrates of CYP isoforms showed no effects on the formation of LMA7 or LMV. The meanVmax andVmax/Km for the formation of LMA7 from rokitamycin were much greater (P < .01) than those for the formation of LMV from LMA7. Two esterase inhibitors, bis-nitro-phenylphosphate and physostigmine (100 μM), inhibited the formation of LMA7 or LMV by more than 85%, whereas no appreciable inhibition occurred by several substrates of carboxylesterase (EC 3.1.1.1). Except the moderate inhibition produced by promethazine and terfenadine, theophylline, mequitazine, chlorpheniramine, and diphenhydramine showed little or no inhibition for the formation of LMA7 or LMV. Rokitamycin, LMA7, LMV, erythromycin, and clarithromycin (up to 500 μM) had no appreciable inhibition for CYP1A2-, 2C9-, and 2D6-mediated catalytic reactions. However, rokitamycin, LMA7, erythromycin, and clarithromycin inhibited the CYP3A4-catalyzed triazolam α–hydroxylation with IC50(Ki) values of 5.8 (2.0), 40, 33 (20), and 56 (43) μM, respectively. It is concluded that the formations of LMA7 from rokitamycin and of LMV from LMA7 are catalyzed mainly by human esterase enzyme [possibly cholinesterase (EC3.1.1.8)]. However, whether rokitamycin would inhibit the CYP3A-mediated drug metabolism in vivo requires further investigations in patients.
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