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    Abstract
The glucuronidation of estriol, 16-epiestriol, and 17-epiestriol by the human UDP-glucuronosyltransferases (UGTs) of subfamilies 1A, 2A, and 2B was examined. UGT1A10 is highly active in the conjugation of the 3-OH in all these estriols, whereas UGT2B7 is the most active UGT toward one of the ring D hydroxyls, the 16-OH in estriol and 16-epiestriol, but the 17-OH in 17-epiestriol. Kinetic analyses indicated that the 17-OH configuration plays a major role in the affinity of UGT2B7 for estrogens. The glucuronidation of the different estriols by the human liver and intestine microsomes reflects the activity of UGT1A10 and UGT2B7 in combination with the tissues’ difference in UGT1A10 expression. The UGT1A10 mutant 1A10-F93G exhibited much higher Vmax values than UGT1A10 in estriol and 17-epiestriol glucuronidation, but a significantly lower value in 16-epiestriol glucuronidation. To this study on estriol glucuronidation we have added experiments with 13-epiestradiol, a synthetic estradiol in which the spatial arrangement of the methyl on C18 and the hydroxyl on C17 is significantly different than in other estrogens. In comparison with estradiol glucuronidation, the C13 configuration change decreases the turnover of UGTs that conjugate the 3-OH, but increases it in UGTs that primarily conjugate the 17-OH. Unexpectedly, UGT2B17 exhibited similar conjugation rates of both the 17-OH and 3-OH of 13-espiestradiol. The combined results reveal the strong preference of UGT1A10 for the 3-OH of physiologic estrogens and the equivalently strong preference of UGT2B7 and UGT2B17 for the hydroxyls on ring D of such steroid hormones.
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