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    Abstract
To quantitatively understand the events in the human liver, we modeled a hepatic disposition of bosentan and its three known metabolites (Ro 48-5033, Ro 47-8634, and Ro 64-1056) in sandwich-cultured human hepatocytes based on the known metabolic pathway. In addition, the hepatotoxicity of Ro 47-8634 and Ro 64-1056 was investigated because bosentan is well known as a hepatotoxic drug. A model illustrating the hepatic disposition of bosentan and its three metabolites suggested the presence of a novel metabolic pathway(s) from the three metabolites. By performing in vitro metabolism studies on human liver microsomes, a novel metabolite (M4) was identified in Ro 47-8634 metabolism, and its structure was determined. Moreover, by incorporating the metabolic pathway of Ro 47-8634 to M4 into the model, the hepatic disposition of bosentan and its three metabolites was successfully estimated. In hepatocyte toxicity studies, the cell viability of human hepatocytes decreased after exposure to Ro 47-8634, and the observed hepatotoxicity was diminished by pretreatment with tienilic acid (CYP2C9-specific inactivator). Pretreatment with 1-aminobenzotriazole (broad cytochrome P450 inactivator) also tended to maintain the cell viability. Furthermore, Ro 64-1056 showed hepatotoxicity in a concentration-dependent manner. These results suggest that Ro 64-1056 is directly involved in bosentan-induced liver injury partly because CYP2C9 specifically mediates hydroxylation of the t-butyl group of Ro 47-8634. Our findings demonstrate the usefulness of a quantitative modeling of hepatic disposition of drugs and metabolites in sandwich-cultured hepatocytes. In addition, the newly identified metabolic pathway may be an alternative route that can avoid Ro 64-1056–induced liver injury.
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