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    Abstract
The neuromuscular blocking agent cisatracurium is frequently used adjunctively in anesthesia to facilitate endotracheal intubation and to provide muscle relaxation during surgery. We aimed to determine the pharmacokinetics (PK)/pharmacodynamics (PD) of cisatracurium in patients with congenital heart defects (CHDs), such as ventricular septal defects and atrial septal defects, and to assess the effects of CHDs on the PK/PD profiles of cisatracurium. A modified two-compartment model with drug clearance from both compartments was best fitted to the PK data to determine the PK parameters. The model suggested that septal defects significantly lowered the rate of cisatracurium distribution from the central to peripheral compartment. The intercompartment rate constants k12 and k21 were significantly reduced (35%–60%, P < 0.05) in patients with ventricular septal defects and in patients with atrial septal defects compared with control patients. Consistently, septal defects caused a marked increase (160%–175%, P < 0.001) in the distribution half-life. Furthermore, significantly delayed pharmacodynamic responses to cisatracurium were observed in patients with septal defects. The onset time (i.e., the time to maximal neuromuscular block) was prolonged from 2.2 minutes to 5.0 minutes. PK/PD modeling suggested that reduced concentrations of cisatracurium in the effect compartment due to poorer distribution were the main cause of lagged pharmacodynamic responses. In conclusion, cisatracurium PK/PD were significantly altered in patients with septal defects. Our study should be of use in clinical practice for the administration of cisatracurium to patients with CHDs.
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