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Abstract
FVB mice are extensively used in transgenic and pharmacokinetic research. In this study, a validated isotope label-free method was constructed using ultrahigh-performance liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry (UHPLC-MS/MS) to quantify 24 drug-metabolizing enzymes (DMEs) in FVB mice. The DMEs include cytochrome P450s (CYP450s/Cyp450s), UDP-glucuronsyltransferases (UGTs/Ugts), and sulfotransferases (SULTs/Sults), which catalyze a variety of reactions to detoxify xenobiotics and endobiotics. The proposed UHPLC-MS/MS method exhibited good range and high sensitivity for signature peptides, as well as acceptable accuracy, precision, and recovery. The protein expression profiles of the DMEs were determined in male and female mice. Overall, the major Cyps, Ugts, and Sults were expressed in male mice followed the rank order: Cyp2c29 > 2e1 > 3a11 > 1a2 > 2d22 > 27a1 > 2c39; Ugt2b5 > 2b1 > 1a6a > 1a9 > 1a1 > 2a3 > 1a2 > 1a5; and Sult1a1 > 3a > 1d1. In contrast, the rank order in female mice was Cyp2c29 > 2e1 > 2c39 > 2d22 > 3a11 > 1a2 > 27a1; Ugt1a6a > 2b5 > 1a1 > 2b1 > 2a3 > 1a9 > 1a5 > 1a2; and Sult1a1 > 3a1 > 1d1. Cyp2c29, Cyp1a2, Cyp27a1, Ugt2b1, Ugt2b5 and Ugt2b36 were male predominant, whereas Cyp2c39, Cyp2d22, Cyp7a1, Ugt1a1, Ugt1a5, Sult1a1, Sult3a1, and Sult1d1 were female predominant. This work could serve as a useful reference for the metabolic study of new drugs and for elucidating the effectiveness and toxicity of drugs. The method is stable, simple, and rapid for determining the expression of DMEs in animals.
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