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    Abstract

The goal of these studies was to examine the relationship between the rate of phencyclidine (PCP) administration and PCP tissue distribution. The time course of PCP distribution in serum, brain, and testis after rapid (i.v.) and slow (s.c.) administration was studied. Brain and serum PCP concentrations after an i.v. bolus dose (1 mg/kg at 900 μg/min) were highest at 30 s and decreased biphasically, with serum concentrations decreasing 30 times faster than brain concentrations during the early phase. Consequently, the brain-to-serum PCP concentration ratio increased from 8:1 at 30 s to 14:1 at 20 min before equilibrating at a ratio of 3:1 that remained constant from 1 to 8 h. In contrast, the testis-to-serum ratio increased slowly from 1:1 to 12:1 over 4 h, and then remained constant. In a separate group of animals, an s.c. infusion of PCP (18 mg/kg/day or 3.6 μg/min) produced a brain-to-serum ratio (6:1) that remained constant throughout the 96-h infusion. Testis-to-serum ratios increased from 4:1 at 1 h to 12:1 at 8 h and then remained constant for 96 h. Steady-state infusion of a pharmacologically inactive dose (2.5 mg/kg/day) produced a brain-to-serum ratio (3:1) that was significantly lower than the ratio (6:1) after infusion of the three pharmacologically active doses (10–25 mg/kg/day). The temporary high brain PCP concentrations and the dynamic disequilibrium between brain and serum concentrations after rapid i.v. administration could provide a better understanding of the preference of the human drug abuser for rapid rates (e.g., i.v. or smoking) of drug administration.
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