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    Abstract

Thiopurine drugs are used to treat patients with neoplasia and autoimmune disease as well as transplant recipients. These agents are metabolized, in part, by S-methylation catalyzed by thiopurine methyltransferase (TPMT). The discovery nearly two decades ago that levels of TPMT activity in human tissues are controlled by a common genetic polymorphism led to one of the best examples of the potential importance of pharmacogenetics for clinical medicine. Specifically, it is now known that patients with inherited very low levels of TPMT activity are at greatly increased risk for thiopurine-induced toxicity such as myelosuppression when treated with standard doses of these drugs, while subjects with very high activity may be undertreated. Furthermore, recent reports indicate that TPMT may be the target for clinically significant drug interactions and that this common genetic polymorphism might be a risk factor for the occurrence of therapy-dependent secondary leukemia. In parallel with these clinical reports, the molecular basis for the TPMT polymorphism has been determined as a result of cloning and characterization of the human TPMT cDNA and gene. Those advances led to the description and characterization of a series of single nucleotide polymorphisms that result in low levels of enzyme activity as well as a polymorphic variable number tandem repeat within the 5′-flanking region of the TPMT gene that may “modulate” level of enzyme activity. As a result of these observations, the TPMT genetic polymorphism represents a model system for the way in which basic pharmacogenetic information is developed and applied to clinical medicine.


Footnotes
	
Send reprint requests to: Richard Weinshilboum, M.D., Department of Pharmacology, Mayo Medical School/Mayo Graduate School/Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN 55905. E-mail:weinshilboum.richard{at}mayo.edu


	
Supported in part by National Institutes of Health RO1 Grants GM 28157 and GM 35720.


	Abbreviations used are::	TPMT
	thiopurine methyltransferase
	RBC
	red blood cell
	6-TGN
	6-thioguanine nucleotide
	PCR
	polymerase chain reaction
	SNP
	single nucleotide polymorphism
	ORF
	open reading frame
	VNTR
	variable number tandem repeat




	The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     


	
			DMD articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      

  
  
      
      
          Drug Metabolism and Disposition      
      
        	Vol. 29, Issue 4 1 Apr 2001 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	About the Cover
	Index by author




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Drug Metabolism & Disposition article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Thiopurine Pharmacogenetics: Clinical and Molecular Studies of Thiopurine Methyltransferase



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Drug Metabolism & Disposition



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Drug Metabolism & Disposition.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Thiopurine Pharmacogenetics: Clinical and Molecular Studies of Thiopurine Methyltransferase
  
    	 Richard Weinshilboum


  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition April 1, 2001,  29 (4) 601-605; 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Thiopurine Pharmacogenetics: Clinical and Molecular Studies of Thiopurine Methyltransferase
  
    	 Richard Weinshilboum


  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition April 1, 2001,  29 (4) 601-605; 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
       
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	TPMT: Clinical Studies
	TPMT: Molecular Studies
	TPMT: Outstanding Issues
	Conclusions
	Acknowledgment
	Footnotes
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      CYP7A1 induction can pose a risk for DILI  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      TNF-α and IL-1β regulate stellate cell retinoid metabolism  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      NAFLD & Silymarin Cause a PK Interaction in OATP1B Mice  
  
  
  
  






Show more Article

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About DMD
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Molecular Pharmacology
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-009X (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  