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    Abstract
Vismodegib (Erivedge, GDC-0449) is a first-in-class, orally administered small-molecule Hedgehog pathway inhibitor that is approved for the treatment of advanced basal cell carcinoma. Previously, we reported results from preclinical and clinical radiolabeled mass balance studies in which we determined that metabolism is the main route of vismodegib elimination. The metabolites of vismodegib are primarily the result of oxidation followed by glucuronidation. The focus of the current work is to probe the mechanisms of formation of three pyridine ring-cleaved metabolites of vismodegib, mainly M9, M13, and M18, using in vitro, ex vivo liver perfusion and in vivo rat studies. The use of stable-labeled (13C2,15N)vismodegib on the pyridine ring exhibited that the loss of carbon observed in both M9 and M13 was from the C-6 position of pyridine. Interestingly, the source of the nitrogen atom in the amide of M9 was from the pyridine. Evidence for the formation of aldehyde intermediates was observed using trapping agents as well as 18O-water. Finally, we conclude that cytochrome P450 is involved in the formation of M9, M13, and M18 and that M3 (the major mono-oxidative metabolite) is not the precursor for the formation of these cleaved products; rather, M18 is the primary cleaved metabolite.
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