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    Abstract
Panax ginseng is becoming a promising antidiabetic herbal medication. As the main active constituents of Panax ginseng, ginsenosides are well known, poorly absorbed chemicals. However, the pharmacokinetic behavior of ginsenosides under diabetic conditions is not fully understood. This study aimed to explore the alterations and potential mechanisms of pharmacokinetic behavior of ginsenoside Rb1 in diabetic rats compared with normal rats and rats fed a high-fat diet. Systemic exposure (area under the concentration-time curve extrapolated from zero to infinity) was significantly increased in diabetic rats after oral administration of Rb1. Oral bioavailability of Rb1 was significantly higher in diabetic rats (2.25%) compared with normal rats (0.90%) and rats fed a high-fat diet (0.78%). Further studies revealed that increased Rb1 exposure in diabetic rats may be mainly attributed to increased Rb1 absorption via the intestine and inhibited Rb1 deglycosylation by the intestinal microflora. Neither metabolic enzymes nor drug transporters displayed appreciable effects on Rb1 disposition. The transport of paracellular markers (fluorescein sodium and fluorescein isothiocyanate-dextran of 4 kDa) as well as Rb1 itself across the Caco-2 monolayer cultured with diabetic serum was promoted, demonstrating that increased paracellular permeability of the Caco-2 monolayer may benefit intestinal Rb1 absorption. In addition, Rb1 exposure was decreased in diabetic rats after Rb1 intravenous administration, which may result from increased Rb1 urinary excretion. In conclusion, Rb1 oral exposure was significantly increased under diabetic conditions, which is of positive significance to clinical treatment. The potential mechanism may be associated with the combined contribution of increased gut permeability and inhibited deglycosylation of ginsenoside Rb1 by intestinal microflora.
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