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    Abstract
MK-639 (L-735,524) is a potent human immunodeficiency virus protease inhibitor under investigation in the treatment of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. Five in vitro approaches have been used to identify the cytochrome P450 isoform(s) responsible for the human microsomal oxidative metabolism of MK-639. These approaches are: 1) chemical inhibition; 2) immunochemical inhibition; 3) metabolism by cDNA-expressed human cytochrome P450 enzymes; 4) a correlation analysis; and 5) competitive inhibition of marker activities. Ketoconazole and troleandomycin, both selective inhibitors for cytochrome P450 3A4 (CYP3A4), markedly inhibited the formation of all oxidative metabolites of MK-639; whereas other inhibitors (furafylline, sulfaphenazole, quinidine, S-mephenytoin, and diethyldithiocarbamate) had little effect on MK-639 metabolism. This suggested the involvement of CYP3A4 in MK-639 metabolism. Consistent with this, an anti-rat CYP3A1 rabbit polyclonal antibody, which shows a cross-reactive inhibition of CYP3A4-dependent testosterone 6beta-hydroxylation in human liver microsomes, completely inhibited MK-639 metabolism. Human recombinant CYP3A4 showed a high metabolic activity to form all MK-639 metabolites found in native human liver microsomes. In addition, the formation of individual MK-639 metabolites correlated well with each other and with testosterone 6beta-hydroxylation in 12 different human liver microsomes, whereas no correlation was observed between MK-639 metabolite formation and bufuralol 1'-hydroxylation (or tolbutamide methyl hydroxylation). Furthermore, MK-639 strongly inhibited testosterone 6beta-hydroxylation in a concentration-dependent manner. Kinetic analysis showed that MK-639 is a very potent competitive inhibitor for testosterone 6beta-hydroxylation, with a Ki value of approximately 0.5 mu M. Collectively, these results consistently indicate that CYP3A4 is the isoform responsible for the oxidative metabolism of MK-639 in human liver microsomes.
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