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    Abstract

        The phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase inhibitor, wortmannin, is extensively used in molecular signaling studies and has been proposed as a potential antineoplastic agent. The failure to detect wortmannin in mouse plasma after i.v. administration prompted in vitro studies of wortmannin metabolism. Wortmannin was incubated with mouse tissue homogenates, homogenate fractions, or purified, recombinant human carbonyl reductase in the presence of specified cofactors and inhibitors. Reaction products were characterized and quantified with liquid chromatography (LC)/mass spectrometry. Reaction rates were characterized using Michaelis-Menten kinetics. Wortmannin was metabolized to a material 2 atomic mass units greater than wortmannin. Liver homogenate had the highest metabolic activity. Some metabolism occurred in kidney and lung homogenates. Very little metabolism occurred in brain or red blood cell homogenates. Liver S9 fraction and cytosol metabolized wortmannin in the presence of NADPH and, to a much lesser extent, in the presence of NADH. Microsomal metabolism of wortmannin was minimal. Purified, recombinant human carbonyl reductase metabolized wortmannin. Quercetin, a carbonyl reductase inhibitor, greatly decreased wortmannin metabolism by S9, cytosol, and carbonyl reductase. The KM for wortmannin metabolism by purified, recombinant human carbonyl reductase was 119 ± 9 μM, and the Vmax was 58 ± 9 nmol/min/mg of protein. LC-tandem mass spectrometry spectra indicated that carbonyl reductase metabolized wortmannin to 17-OH-wortmannin. Wortmannin reduction by carbonyl reductase may partly explain why wortmannin is not detected in plasma after being administered to mice. Metabolism of wortmannin to 17-OH-wortmannin has mechanistic, and possibly toxicologic, implications because 17-OH-wortmannin is 10-fold more potent an inhibitor of phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase than is wortmannin.

      
Footnotes
	
          
          ↵1 Abbreviations used are: PI3-kinase, phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase; LC/MS, liquid chromatography/mass spectrometry; MS/MS, tandem mass spectrometry; amu, atomic mass unit(s).
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