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    Abstract
The purpose of this study was to evaluate the contributions of impaired cytochrome P450 and breast cancer resistance protein (BCRP) activity and expression to drug pharmacokinetics under diabetic conditions. Diabetes was induced in rats with the intraperitoneal administration of streptozocin. Glibenclamide (GLB), a substrate of BCRP, served as a model drug. The pharmacokinetics of orally administered GLB (10 mg/kg) were studied. The results showed that diabetes mellitus significantly increased exposure (area under the curve and peak concentration) to GLB after oral administration. Data from hepatic microsomes suggested impairment of GLB metabolism in diabetic rats. GLB metabolism in hepatic microsomes was significantly inhibited by a selective inhibitor (sulfaphenazole) of CYP2C11 and an anti-CYP2C11 antibody. Western blotting further indicated the contribution of impaired CYP2C11 expression to the impairment of GLB metabolism. Excretion data showed that ∼72% of the orally administered dose was excreted in the feces of normal rats, which indicates an important role for intestinal BCRP. Diabetes significantly decreased the recovery from feces, which was only 40% of the orally administered dose. Results from in situ, single-pass, intestinal perfusion experiments revealed that diabetes significantly increased the apparent effective permeability and decreased the efflux of GLB through the intestine; this suggests impairment of intestinal BCRP function, which may play a role in the increased exposure to orally administered GLB in diabetic rats. Insulin treatment partly or completely reversed the changes in diabetic rats. All results yielded the conclusion that impaired hepatic CYP2C11 and intestinal BCRP expression and activity induced by diabetes contributed to the increased exposure of orally administered GLB.
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