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    Abstract
Because of the importance of intracellular unbound drug concentrations in the prediction of in vivo concentrations that are determinants of drug efficacy and toxicity, a number of assays have been developed to assess in vitro unbound concentrations of drugs. Here we present a rapid method to determine the intracellular unbound drug concentrations in cultured cells, and we apply the method along with a mechanistic model to predict concentrations of metformin in subcellular compartments of stably transfected human embryonic kidney 293 (HEK293) cells. Intracellular space (ICS) was calculated by subtracting the [3H]-inulin distribution volume (extracellular space, ECS) from the [14C]-urea distribution volume (total water space, TWS). Values obtained for intracellular space (mean ± S.E.M.; μl/106 cells) of monolayers of HEK cells (HEK-empty vector [EV]) and cells overexpressing human organic cation transporter 1 (HEK-OCT1), 1.21± 0.07 and 1.25±0.06, respectively, were used to determine the intracellular metformin concentrations. After incubation of the cells with 5 µM metformin, the intracellular concentrations were 26.4 ± 7.8 μM and 268 ± 11.0 μM, respectively, in HEK-EV and HEK-OCT1. In addition, intracellular metformin concentrations were lower in high K+ buffer (140 mM KCl) compared with normal K+ buffer (5.4 mM KCl) in HEK-OCT1 cells (54.8 ± 3.8 μM and 198.1 ± 11.2 μM, respectively; P < 0.05). Our mechanistic model suggests that, depending on the credible range of assumed physiologic values, the positively charged metformin accumulates to particularly high levels in endoplasmic reticulum and/or mitochondria. This method together with the computational model can be used to determine intracellular unbound concentrations and to predict subcellular accumulation of drugs in other complex systems such as primary cells.

Footnotes

	Received August 11, 2015.
	Accepted December 22, 2015.

	This work was supported by Pfizer funding A109685, the Pfizer Emerging Science Fund, and the California Institute for Quantitative Biosciences, QB3, for sponsoring the granting program.

	dx.doi.org/10.1124/dmd.115.066647.

	↵[image: Embedded Image]
[image: Embedded Image]
This article has supplemental material available at dmd.aspetjournals.org.



	Copyright © 2016 by The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     


	
			DMD articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Drug Metabolism and Disposition: 44 (3)]

  
  
      
      
          Drug Metabolism and Disposition      
      
        	Vol. 44, Issue 3 1 Mar 2016 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Editorial Board (PDF)
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Drug Metabolism & Disposition article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Rapid Method To Determine Intracellular Drug Concentrations in Cellular Uptake Assays: Application to Metformin in Organic Cation Transporter 1–Transfected Human Embryonic Kidney 293 Cells



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Drug Metabolism & Disposition



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Drug Metabolism & Disposition.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Rapid Method to Determine Intracellular Concentrations
  
    	 Huan-Chieh Chien, Arik A. Zur, Tristan S. Maurer, Sook Wah Yee, John Tolsma, Paul Jasper, Dennis O. Scott and Kathleen M. Giacomini


  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition March 1, 2016,  44 (3) 356-364; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/dmd.115.066647 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Rapid Method to Determine Intracellular Concentrations
  
    	 Huan-Chieh Chien, Arik A. Zur, Tristan S. Maurer, Sook Wah Yee, John Tolsma, Paul Jasper, Dennis O. Scott and Kathleen M. Giacomini


  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition March 1, 2016,  44 (3) 356-364; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/dmd.115.066647 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	Authorship Contributions
	Footnotes
	Abbreviations
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF + SI
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      VX Metabolism in Human Liver Microsomes  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Role and mechanism of YY1-UGT2B7 in breast cancer metastasis  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Novel variant UGT1A transcripts  
  
  
  
  






Show more Articles

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About DMD
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Molecular Pharmacology
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-009X (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      









  