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    Abstract
Human UDP-glucuronosyltransferase 1A1 (UGT1A1) is a unique enzyme involved in bilirubin conjugation. We previously characterized the hepatic expression of transcription factors affecting UGT1A1 expression during development. Accordingly, in this study, we characterized the ontogenetic expression of hepatic UGT1A1 from the perspective of epigenetic regulation. We observed significant histone-3-lysine-4 dimethylation (H3K4me2) enrichment in the adult liver and histone-3-lysine-27 trimethylation (H3K27me3) enrichment in the fetal liver, indicating that dynamic alterations of histone methylation were associated with ontogenetic UGT1A1 expression. We further showed that the transcription factor hepatocyte nuclear factor 1α (HNF1A) affects histone modifications around the UGT1A1 locus. In particular, we demonstrated that by recruiting HNF1A the cofactors mixed-lineage leukemia 1, the transcriptional coactivator p300, and nuclear receptor coactivator 6 aggregate at the UGT1A1 promoter, thereby regulating histone modifications and subsequent UGT1A1 expression. In this study, we proposed new ideas for the developmental regulation of metabolic enzymes via histone modifications, and our findings will potentially contribute to the development of age-specific therapies.
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