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    Abstract
Bromobenzene is metabolized by hepatic microsomes to two different epoxide intermediates, which then rearrange to form either ortho- or para-bromophenol. A rapid and sensitive technique utilizing HPLC with electrochemical detection is presented for the quantitation of these primary bromobenzene metabolites. This analytical procedure allows selective quantitation of phenolic products of microsomal metabolism without prior extraction. Application of this assay method to the microsomal metabolism of bromobenzene and chlorobenzene revealed that three important differences exist between mice and humans regarding the metabolism of these compounds. First, human liver microsomes have a greater affinity for halobenzene biotransformation to the hepatotoxic 3,4-epoxide, as indicated by the approximately 2-fold lower Km values for para-halophenol production compared with mouse liver microsomes. Second, human liver microsomes produce the hepatotoxic metabolite at a 2-fold greater rate than mouse liver microsomes, relative to the microsomal cytochrome P-450 content. And third, human liver microsomes produce less of the nonhepatotoxic ortho-halophenol metabolites at Vmax resulting in an average ratio of the hepatotoxic: nonhepatotoxic metabolite production that is 3.5 times higher than the ratio for B6C3F1 mice. These results indicate humans preferentially metabolize halobenzenes through the hepatotoxic 3,4-epoxide pathway, suggesting that humans may be more susceptible than mice to halobenzene-induced hepatotoxicity.
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