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    Abstract

Previous studies have shown that strawberry extract increases the transepithelial transport of tenofovir disoproxil, an esterase-sensitive prodrug of the antiviral compound tenofovir (formerly PMPA), across Caco-2 monolayers. This increase in transport was at least partially due to inhibition of its intestinal metabolism. To further study the feasibility of this absorption enhancing strategy, the influence of various concentrations of strawberry extract (0–2%) on the intestinal absorption of tenofovir disoproxil (100 μM) was assessed using an in situ perfusion model with immediate blood sampling from the mesenteric vein, a model closer to the in vivo situation than the in vitro Caco-2 system. Inclusion of strawberry extract (1%) resulted in a 7-fold increase in the appearance of tenofovir equivalents. The metabolism of tenofovir disoproxil in the intestinal perfusate was significantly lower in the presence of strawberry extract (1%), showing that the metabolism of tenofovir disoproxil is reduced by the flavoring extract.
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