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    Abstract

        Organic anion-transporting polypeptides (Oatps) are Na+-independent solute carriers for cellular uptake of organic compounds. The purpose of this study is to determine 1) the constitutive mRNA expression of the 15 mouse Oatp genes in 12 tissues, 2) whether there are gender differences in Oatp expression, and 3) the ontogenic expression of Oatps in liver and kidney. The mRNA expression of the 15 mouse Oatps was quantified using the branched DNA technique. Oatp1a1, 1a4, 1b2, and 2b1 are expressed in liver at relatively high levels, with Oatp1b2 being exclusively expressed in liver. Oatp1a1, 1a6, 3a1, and 4c1 are highly expressed in kidney. Oatp1a4 and 1c1 are highly expressed in brain. Oatp1a5, 6b1, 6c1, and 6d1 are predominant in testes. Oatp2a1, 4a1, and 5a1 are predominantly expressed in placenta. In liver, expression of Oatp1a1 was male-predominant, whereas expression of Oatp1a4 and 1a6 was female-predominant. In kidney, expression of Oatp1a1, 3a1, and 4c1 was higher in males than in females. Hepatic expression of Oatp1a1, 1a4, 1a6, 1b2, and 2b1 gradually increased after birth and reached adult levels by 6 weeks of age. Only Oatp2a1 was expressed at adult levels at birth. In kidney, expression of mouse Oatp1a1, 1a6, and 3a1 was lower at birth than at 6 weeks of age, whereas expression of mouse Oatp1a4, 2a1, and 2b1 was similar at birth and at 6 weeks of age. These data on the tissue distribution and ontogenic expression of mouse Oatps will aid in understanding the pharmacokinetics and toxicokinetics of drugs and other chemicals.
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