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    Abstract

Contrast-enhancing magnetic resonance imaging with the liver-specific agent gadolinium-ethoxybenzyl-diethylenetriamine pentaacetic acid (Gd-EOB-DTPA) has been shown to improve the detection rate of focal lesions. There is evidence from preclinical studies that multidrug organic anion transporters are involved in hepatic uptake of Gd-EOB-DTPA. Therefore, we evaluated affinity of the contrast agent to human organic anion-transporting polypeptides (OATP1B1, OATP1B3, OATP2B1) and to the Na+/taurocholate cotransporting polypeptide (NTCP) using stable transfected human embryonic kidney (HEK) 293 cells. In competition assays, Gd-EOB-DTPA inhibited the uptake of bromosulfophthalein (BSP) by OATP1B1 (IC50 = 0.6 mM) and OATP1B3 (IC50 = 0.4 mM). In comparison, the IC50 values for rifampicin were 11.9 (OATP1B1), 1.4 (OATP1B3), and 80.5 μM (OATP2B1), respectively. Uptake of BSP by OATP2B1, uptake of taurocholic acid by NTCP, and viability of all HEK cells were not influenced by Gd-EOB-DTPA in concentrations up to 10 mM. In uptake assays using a new liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry method for quantification, Gd-EOB-DTPA was a substrate for OATP1B1 (Km = 0.7 mM, Vmax = 10.5 pmol/mg × min), OATP1B3 (Km = 4.1 mM, Vmax = 22.7 pmol/mg × min), and NTCP (Km = 0.04 mM, Vmax = 1.4 pmol/mg × min). The uptake by OATP2B1 was not different from the vector control. In conclusion, Gd-EOB-DTPA is a substrate of the liver-specific OATP1B1, OATP1B3, and NTCP.
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