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    Abstract
1-Aminobenzotriazole (ABT) is regularly used in vivo as a nonspecific and irreversible cytochrome P450 inhibitor to elucidate the role of metabolism on the pharmacokinetic profile of xenobiotics. However, few reports have considered the recent findings that ABT can alter drug absorption or have investigated the possible differential inhibition of ABT on intestinal and hepatic metabolism. To address these uncertainties, pharmacokinetic studies under well controlled and defined ABT pretreatment conditions (50 mg/kg, 1 hour ABT i.v. and 16 hours ABT p.o.) were conducted prior to the oral administration of metoprolol, a permeable P450 probe that undergoes extensive intestinal and hepatic metabolism. The pharmacokinetic profile of metoprolol was affected differently by the two ABT pretreatments. An increase in area under the curve of 16-fold with ABT p.o. and 6.5-fold with ABT i.v. was observed compared with control. Based on in vitro studies, this difference could not be attributed to a differential inhibition of intestinal and hepatic metabolism. In the ABT i.v. pretreatment group, the increase in area under the curve was also associated with a prolonged time at maximal concentration (24-fold versus control), suggesting a delay in absorption. This was further confirmed by the administration of a charcoal meal, which resulted in a 7-fold increase in stomach weights in the 1-hour ABT pretreated groups compared with the untreated or 16-hour ABT pretreated rats. Based on these results, we recommend pretreating rats with ABT p.o. 16 hours before the administration of a test compound to preserve the inhibitory effect on intestinal and hepatic metabolism and avoid the confounding effect on drug absorption.
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